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On May 25, labor union leaders said more than 1,000 unions have called for a 24-hour general strike
June 6 to protest wage cutbacks, and layoffs. The strike, they said, will be led by the Central Workers
Union (CUT), a federation of labor unions that claims to represent some 12 million workers in 1,000
unions, and by separate unions pertaining to the petroleum, construction, public administration,
port, urban services and banking industries. The Central claims to represent 1,000 unions. Francisco
Caninde, president of the General Labor Confederation (CGT), Brazil's second largest umbrella
union organization, said the CGT opposes the June 6 date for a walkout, but was sympathetic to the
idea of a general strike. The 10,000-member Santos Dock Workers Union was scheduled to vote May
25 on an indefinite strike beginning June 1 to protest possible dismissals, said union vice president
Carlos Eduardo da Silva. According to da Silva, "The Port Authority has threatened to cut 3,850
union jobs as part of the national government's austerity plan, but such cuts are utterly unacceptable
to the union." Santos is Brazil's largest port, accounting for the bulk of coffee and manufactured
goods exports, and a portion of soybean and soybean product exports. (Basic data from Knight
Ridder Financial, 05/24/90; UPI, 05/25/90)
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